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ÁAnthropogenic vs natural sources

ÁParticulate and gaseous (aerosols)

ÁPrimary vs secondary
ÁThe same pollutant can be both 

sometimes

USEPA. http://www.epa.gov/apti/course422/ap3.html

http://www.epa.gov/apti/course422/ap3.html


ÁParticles
ÁSize (aerodynamic diameter, in 

micrometers)

ÁCounts (particle number, in thousands)

ÁMass (eg, micrograms per meters 
cubed)

ÁGases
ÁMixing ratio of the gas molecule to air 

(parts per million, parts per billion, etc..)

Roy and Milton, 2004



ÁDirectly engages everyone in 
the process of scientific 
discovery

ÁData collection by enthusiasts, 
engaged stakeholders not just 
scientists

ÁLearning, participation, 
involvement in community and 
policy -making process

www.epa.gov/air -sensor -toolbox

Aircasting.org 



Safecast.org

Habitatmap.org


